Perplexing papules and plaques.
Dermatologic diseases are capable of presenting in a variety of clinical and pathologic guises. We present the clinicopathologic features of an unusual case misinterpreted initially as a dermal hypersensitivity reaction that was later deemed to be the cholesterol emboli syndrome. Salient histologic features of this case were the presence of numerous dermal eosinophils and the diagnostic finding of an intravascular cholesterol embolus. The presence of dermal eosinophilia should prompt a search for cholesterol emboli in the appropriate context.